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inductive philosopher  consider  all  the   parts  of
organized being as brought into existence for no
purpose?   does he not, on the contrary, admit an
end or final cause to be impressed upon everything?
and is not this principle one of the very lights which
mark out the path of his future researches? Finally,
does the true inductive  philosopher cherish the
idea of creation, without a Creator?  yea, does he
not carry out the notion of causality to its highest
form, and end his contemplations in the concep-
tion of a great First Cause of all things? But, here
are the very points which the metaphysician con-
tends for, and which the positivist denies; here they
are, resting not perhaps upon any rational deduc-
tion, but springing up spontaneously and freshly
from the firm and indubitable ground-work of com-
mon sense.    Positivism is thus seen to be in direct
antagonism to the common sense of mankind.    It
admits no reality in the world around us, but the
shadowy reality of phenomena; it admits no actual
cause, which is adequate to the production of any
given effect;  it admits no final purpose, no idea of
an end to be impressed upon the most beautiful
arrangements  of organized being;   it  admits no
Absolute, no First Cause, no Divinity; all of which
are vigorously asserted by the common sense of
mankind.    If any one pretends to be satisfied with
a theory of the universe such as this we have now
described, if he thinks the world-problem to be
solved on such conditions, then let him nurture his
satisfaction and exult in his success;  for our part.